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Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) - An area where the Air Quality 
Objectives are not likely to be achieved. 
Affordable housing - Housing, whether for rent, shared ownership or outright 
purchase, provided at a cost considered affordable in relation to incomes that 
are average or below average, or in relation to the price of general market 
housing. 
Ancient Woodlands - Any wooded area that has been wooded continuously 
since at least 1600 AD. It includes: 'ancient semi-natural woodland' mainly made 
up of trees and shrubs native to the site, usually arising from natural regeneration. 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) - An area of countryside 
designated by a government agency as having natural features of exceptional 
beauty and therefore given a protected status. 
Article 4 Direction - A special planning regulation adopted by a Local Planning 
Authority in all or part of their borough which removes whichever permitted 
development rights specified in the direction. 
Authorities Monitoring Report - The Authorities Monitoring Report will assess 
the implementation of the Local Development Scheme and the extent to which 
policies in the local plan are being successfully implemented. 
Building Regulations Categories M4(2) & M4(3) - Building regulations which 
ensure that people are able to access and use buildings and their facilities. 
M4(2) relates to accessible and adaptable dwellings. M4(3) relates to wheelchair 
user dwellings. 
City Deal - City deals are bespoke packages of funding and decision-making 
powers negotiated between central government and local authorities and/or 
Local Enterprise Partnerships and other local bodies. 
Commitment sites - These are sites which had an extant planning permission 
on 1 April 2016 that count towards the overall housing and employment land 
supply. 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) - A planning charge, introduced by the 
Planning Act 2008 as a tool for local authorities in England and Wales to help 
deliver infrastructure to support the development of their area. 
Community Right to Build Order (CRtBO) - A type of Neighbourhood 
Development Order and one of the neighbourhood planning tools introduced in 
the Localism Act 2011. It can be used to grant outline or full planning permission 
for specific development which complies with the order. 
Connectivity / Strategic connectivity - A term use to refer to the 
physical connections between different areas, usually by transport modes but 
also by digital means such as broadband connections. Strategic connectivity 
is a reference to connections to a wider spatial area, particularly regional, national 
and international. 
Conservation Area - An area of special architectural and/or historic interest 
where the character or appearance should be preserved or enhanced. 
Core Sites – See Map 2 (Biodiversity). Include European Sites, Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest, Local Nature Reserves, County Wildlife Sites, Registered 
Park and Gardens, Registered Common Land and Regionally Important 
Geological Sites as Core Sites, and key sites critical for the protection and 
recovery of the Horrid Ground Weaver spider. 
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Corridors – See Map 2 (Biodiversity). Interconnecting areas tending to follow 
linear features including river corridors and the Beelines corridors, Strategic 
Nature Areas and Greater Horseshoe Bat strategic flyways. 
County Wildlife Sites - Areas of land recognised as being at least county, 
sometimes national, importance for their nature conservation value; this is defined 
by the presence of important, distinctive and threatened habitats and species. 
CWS are designated by a panel of experts assembled by the Devon Biodiversity 
Records Centre. 
Designated Rural Areas - These are parish-level areas designated under S.157 
of the Housing Act 1985 thorugh SI 2009 No. 2098. 
Development plan - The statutory planning document each Local authority 
prepares, setting out planning policies which will be used to determine planning 
applications and to set out long term development goals. This joint local plan 
is a development plan. 
Development Plan Documents - Spatial planning documents that are subject 
to independent examination and which form the development plan for a local 
authority area. Since the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework, 
development plan documents are referred to as the Local Plan. Each authority 
must set out its programme for preparing its Development Plan Documents in 
the Local Development Scheme. 
European Marine Site (EMS) - A marine area which is both a Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) and a Special Protection Area (SPA), protected under the 
European Communities Habitats and Birds Directives. 
European Union (EU) - An economic and political association of certain 
European countries with internal free trade and common external tariffs. 
Flood Zones 2 and 3 - If an area is in flood zone 2 or 3 it is at the potential risk 
of flooding. The higher the number, the greater the risk. 
Functional Economic Market Area (FEMA) - The functional area over which 
the local economy and its key markets operate irrespective of administrative 
boundaries. 
Future Core Sites – See Map 2 (Biodiversity). Areas identified where future 
measures are planned to create high value areas. In Plymouth, these are the 
three strategic Green Infrastructure Sites within the city boundary – Central Park, 
Derriford Community Park and Saltram Countryside Park, and in South Hams 
these include Cirl Bunting Enhancement Zones and Greater Horseshoe Bat 
sustenance zones. 
Gross Value Added (GVA) - The measure of the value of goods and services 
produced in an area, industry or sector of an economy. 
Habitat Regulation Assessment (HRA) - An assessment undertaken which 
determines whether a plan (or project) has a significant effect on natural habitats. 
High Quality Public Transport (HQPT) - This defines the aspiration in relation 
to the provision of attractive and realistic sustainable transport alternatives/or 
choices to the private car. It relates specifically to bus / coach, rail and water 
based forms of transport, but could in future include cycle hire schemes. The 
term ‘High Quality Public Transport Bus Network’ refers to all routes which carry 
bus services, whilst the term ‘High Quality Public Transport Bus Corridors’ (which 
is part of the wider HQPT Bus Network’) refers specifically to those routes which 
carry multiple bus services. The reason behind this terminology, and the need 
to differentiate between it, is firstly to explain the concept, and secondly to 
establish a hierarchy in terms of our approach to interventions on the HQPT Bus 
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Network. Our intention is to focus on delivering HQPT on our HQPT Bus Corridors 
as a priority whilst maintaining the wider aspiration to achieve this on our entire 
HQPT Bus Network in the longer term. 
High Value Areas - High Value Areas (Policy DEV8.4) include value area 3 and 
value area 4 as defined in Table 1.2 and shown in Fig 1.1 for the reason set out 
in paragraph 1.21 in the South Hams Strategic Viability Assessment (Levvel 
February 2015). The relevant postcodes are PL8 1, TQ6 0, TQ6 9, TQ7 2, TQ7 
3, TQ7 4, TQ 8 8, TQ9 6 and TQ9 7. 
House in Multiple Occupation (HMO) - A house where at least three tenants 
live there forming more than one household. 
Housing Market Area (HMA) - A housing market area is a geographical area 
defined by household demand and preferences for all types of housing, reflecting 
the key functional linkages between places where people live and work. 
Housing Need - Refers to the scale and mix of housing and the range of tenures 
that is likely to be needed in the housing market area over the plan period – and 
should cater for the housing demand of the area and identify the scale of housing 
supply necessary to meet that demand. 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)- The global authority 
on the status of the natural world and the measures needed to safeguard it. 
Listed Building - A building mentioned in statutory lists as being of special 
architectural or historic interest under the Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas Act. There are different grades of listing to indicate relative interest. 
Local Development Scheme - A document which sets out the scope and 
timetable of local plans the local planning authorities are preparing. 
Local Enterprise Partnership - Voluntary partnerships between local authorities 
and businesses set up in 2011 by the Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills to help determine local economic priorities and lead economic growth and 
job creation within the local area. 
Local Green Spaces - A series of greenspace have been identified by using 
the criteria set out in NPPF paragraphs 76 and 77 and by consulting local 
communities to arrive at a list of sites that are demonstrably of local significance. 
Local Nature Reserves (LNR) - A place with wildlife or geological features that 
are of special interest locally. It is a statutory designation made under Section 
21 – "Establishment of nature reserves by local authorities" – of the National 
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. 
Local Plan - The Localism Act 2011 and the National Planning Policy Framework 
re-introduced the concept of a single Local Plan setting out planning policies 
relating to a Local Authority area, instead of a suite of documents called a Local 
Development Framework. 
Local Planning Authority (LPA) - This term describes the particular statutory 
role each council has to administer the planning function. Within the JLP, where 
the term 'LPAs' is used to, this is a reference to two or three of the councils 
operating in their role as local planning authorities together to implement a policy. 
Where a specific LPA is mentioned (eg. 'Plymouth LPA') this highlights the 
particular LPA which will be responsible for implementing that policy. Where 
the term 'the City' is used (capitalised), this is in the context of policies where 
the City Council and/or other partners in Plymouth are working together to deliver 
the wider objectives. 
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Major developments - A generic term which describes the scale of a 
development proposal and which needs to be interpreted in the context of the 
policy and the location of the development. In some cases, for a particular policy, 
major development may be specifically defined in a supplementary planning 
document to mean a development of over a certain number of units or amount 
of floorspace. Where the term is used, it is not intended for it to mean 'major' 
in the context of the classification of a planning application as set out in The 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 (as amended). 
Marine Conservation Zones - Sites which have been designated under the 
Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 in order to protect a range of nationally 
important, rare or threatened habitats and species. 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) - The British government department responsible 
for implementing the defence policy set by Her Majesty's Government and the 
headquarters of the British Armed Forces. 
National Nature Reserves (NNRs) - NNRs were established to protect some 
of our most important habitats, species and geology, and to provide ‘outdoor 
laboratories’ for research. NNRs are declared by the statutory country 
conservation agencies under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside 
Act 1949 and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) - National planning policy is set 
out in the NPPF, which was published in 2012 and gained full weight in March 
2013. The NPPF replaces all of the previous Planning Policy Statements. 
Neighbourhood Plans - The Localism Act 2011 introduced powers to enable 
local communities to produce Neighbourhood Plans. These plans have the 
ability to set out policies dealing with the use and development of land, and upon 
formal adoption, following an examination and referendum, form part of the 
development plan. 
Objectively Assessed Need (OAN) - The NPPF requires that local planning 
authorities identify the 'objectively assessed need' for housing in their areas, 
and that Local Plans translate those needs into land provision targets. The 
overall need (demand) is assessed on the basis of standard methodology and 
used to inform the setting of targets. OAN is also relevant in respect of 
determining the need for new employment land. 
Office for National Statistics (ONS) - The UK's largest independent producer 
of official statistics and the recognised national statistical institute of the UK. 
Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) - The independent safety and economic 
regulator for Britain's railways. 
Personalised Travel Planning (PTP) - An established approach that enables 
people to think about the way they currently travel and provides them with the 
information, advice and motivation to walk, cycle and use public transport more 
often. 
Policies Map - The adopted policies map illustrates on a base map (reproduced 
for, or based upon a map base to a registered scale) all the policies contained 
in the Local Plan which have a spatial dimension – for example, site allocations 
or greenspace designations. 
Primary Shopping Area (PSA) - An area where retail development is 
concentrated (generally comprising the primary and those secondary frontages 



which are adjoining and closely related to the primary shopping frontage).' 
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Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) - 
Places that are considered to be especially important for the geology they exhibit. 
They are mostly old quarries, pits, roadside cuttings and other excavations which 
expose rocks normally covered by soil and vegetation. Some sites are natural 
exposures of interesting rocks in river banks and cliffs, and others are fine views 
which demonstrate how the underlying geology and forces of erosion have 
shaped the landscape. These sites are identified by the Devon RIGS Group. 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) - A charity that saves lives at sea 
across the UK. 
Rural Exception Sites - These are sites adjoining or very near to rural 
settlements where development which meets the essential local needs of the 
settlement might be permitted. 
Scheduled Monument - A nationally important and protected historic building 
or site that is included in the Schedule of Monuments kept by the Secretary of 
State for Culture, Media and Sport. 
Section 106 agreement - A legally binding contract, between a developer and 
the local planning authority that constitutes a planning obligation. 
Sites of Special Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI) - SSSIs are a suite of sites 
providing statutory protection for the best examples of the UK's flora, fauna, or 
geological or physiographical features. These sites are also used to underpin 
other national and international nature conservation designations. Most SSSIs 
are privately-owned or managed; others are owned or managed by public bodies 
or non-government organisations. 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) - SACs are defined as those given 
special protection under the European Union’s Habitat’s Directive as transposed 
into UK law by the Habitat and Conservation of Species Regulations 2010. 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) - SPAs are defined in the NPPF as ‘Areas 
which have been identified as being of international importance for the breeding, 
feeding, wintering or migration of rare and vulnerable species of birds found 
within European Union countries’. The NPPF goes onto to describe them as 
‘European designated sites, classified under the Birds Directive’. 
Sports hub site - A site that provides multiple pitches or other sports provision 
and ancillary facilities such as changing and parking, and serves as a local hub 
for sport. For example, Stonehouse Creek Rugby Pitches. 
Strategic Cycle Network -The Strategic Cycle Network (SCN) is a plan of 
proposed cycle routes that are suitable for cyclists of all levels. The network 
includes routes for experienced cyclists (which involve dealing with traffic); routes 
for less experienced cyclists and children (including leisure routes); and those 
which are suitable for all. The SCN routes also provide benefits for pedestrians 
including those with mobility and other impairments. 
Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) - A plan written by LEPs to help guide 
government negotiations when driving forward economic growth in their areas. 
Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) - A piece of 
evidence which identifies land and assesses the availability, suitability and 
deliverability of that land as a potential housing site. 
Strategic Housing Market Needs Assessment (SHMNA) - A piece of evidence 
that provides information about an area's future housing requirements. 



Strategic Landscape Areas - A designation in the plan based on landscape 
character areas that have an increased sensitivity to development due to 
proximity to a protected landscape. These areas have been identified as needing 
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to be protected from inappropriate development to protect the setting of the 
adjacent designated landscapes. These areas are only identified within the 
Plymouth Policy Area. 
Strategic sports site - A site that provides primary and ancillary facilities for a 
number of sports and serves as a destination for sport. For example, Plymouth 
Life Centre. 
Stepping Stones – See Map 2 (Biodiversity). Isolated sites that contribute to 
connecting the biodiversity network including Strategic Nature Areas. 
Sub National Population Projections (SNPP) - Provides an indication of the 
future size and age structure of the population. 
Supplementary Planning Documents - Provide supplementary information in 
respect of the policies in Local Plans. They do not form part of the Development 
Plan and are not subject to independent examination. 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) - A tool for appraising policies to ensure they 
reflect sustainable development objectives (i.e. social, environmental and 
economic factors) and required to be undertaken for all local development 
documents. 
Sustainable Development / Sustainability - The United Nations General 
Assembly has defined sustainable development as meeting the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs. The UK Sustainable Development Strategy Securing the Future set out 
five ‘guiding principles’ of sustainable development: living within the planet’s 
environmental limits; ensuring a strong, healthy and just society; achieving a 
sustainable economy; promoting good governance; and using sound science 
responsibly. 
Undeveloped Coast - Defined in the Plymouth Policy Area based on landscape 
character areas that have strong coastal characteristics and meet the definition 
of Undeveloped Coast identified by the Devon Landscape Policy Group. In the 
Thriving Towns and Villages Policy Area the Undeveloped Coast is predominantly 
based on the existing Heritage Coast designation. 
Use Classes -The Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as 
amended) puts uses of land and buildings into various categories known as 'Use 
Classes'. This Order is periodically amended. 
Part A 
A1 Shops - Shops, retail warehouses, hairdressers, undertakers, travel 
and ticket agencies, post offices, pet shops, sandwich bars, showrooms, 
domestic hire shops, dry cleaners, funeral directors and internet cafes. 
A2 Financial and professional services - Financial services such as 
banks and building societies, professional services (other than health 
and medical services) and including estate and employment agencies. 
It does not include betting offices or pay day loan shops - these are 
now classed as “sui generis” uses (see below). 
A3 Restaurants and cafés - For the sale of food and drink for 
consumption on the premises - restaurants, snack bars and cafes. 
A4 Drinking establishments - Public houses, wine bars or other drinking 



establishments (but not night clubs). 
A5 Hot food takeaways - For the sale of hot food for consumption off 
the premises. 
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Part B 
B1 Business - Offices (other than those that fall within A2), research 
and development of products and processes, light industry appropriate 
in a residential area. 
B2 General industrial - Use for industrial process other than one falling 
within class B1 (excluding incineration purposes, chemical treatment 
or landfill or hazardous waste). 
B8 Storage or distribution - This class includes open air storage. 
Part C 
C1 Hotels - Hotels, boarding and guest houses where no significant 
element of care is provided (excludes hostels). 
C2 Residential institutions - Residential care homes, hospitals, nursing 
homes, boarding schools, residential colleges and training centres. 
C2A Secure Residential Institution - Use for a provision of secure 
residential accommodation, including use as a prison, young offenders 
institution, detention centre, secure training centre, custody centre, 
short term holding centre, secure hospital, secure local authority 
accommodation or use as a military barracks. 
C3 Dwellinghouses - this class is formed of 3 parts: 
C3(a) covers use by a single person or a family (a couple whether 
married or not, a person related to one another with members of 
the family of one of the couple to be treated as members of the 
family of the other), an employer and certain domestic employees 
(such as an au pair, nanny, nurse, governess, servant, chauffeur, 
gardener, secretary and personal assistant), a carer and the person 
receiving the care and a foster parent and foster child. 
C3(b): up to six people living together as a single household and 
receiving care e.g. supported housing schemes such as those for 
people with learning disabilities or mental health problems. 
C3(c) allows for groups of people (up to six) living together as a 
single household. This allows for those groupings that do not fall 
within the C4 HMO definition, but which fell within the previous C3 
use class, to be provided for i.e. a small religious community may 
fall into this section as could a homeowner who is living with a 
lodger. 
C4 Houses in multiple occupation - small shared houses occupied by 
between three and six unrelated individuals, as their only or main 
residence, who share basic amenities such as a kitchen or bathroom. 
Part D 
D1 Non-residential institutions - Clinics, health centres, crèches, day 
nurseries, day centres, schools, art galleries (other than for sale or 
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hire), museums, libraries, halls, places of worship, church halls, law 
court. Non residential education and training centres. 



D2 Assembly and leisure - Cinemas, music and concert halls, bingo 
and dance halls (but not night clubs), swimming baths, skating rinks, 
gymnasiums or area for indoor or outdoor sports and recreations (except 
for motor sports, or where firearms are used). 
Sui Generis 
Certain uses do not fall within any use class and are considered 'sui 
generis'. Such uses include: betting offices/shops, pay day loan shops, 
theatres, larger houses in multiple occupation, hostels providing no 
significant element of care, scrap yards. Petrol filling stations and shops 
selling and/or displaying motor vehicles. Retail warehouse clubs, 
nightclubs, launderettes, taxi businesses, amusement centres and 
casinos. 
Village Housing initiatives - A community-led planning project within the South 
Hams, enabling small scale affordable housing projects for local people in rural 
areas. The aim of the Village Housing Initiative is to increase the supply of 
affordable housing sites and reduce the reliance on public funding for affordable 
housing. 
World Heritage Site - A place listed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) as of special cultural or physical 
significance. 
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